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THE C A T A L A N  INSTITUTE F O R  
M E D I T E R R A N E A N  STUDIES 
THE "INSTITUT CATALA D'ESTUDIS MEDITERRANIS" WAS 
CREATED IN 1989 WITH THE OBJECT OF PAYING SPECIAL 
ATTENTION TO THE WHOLE OF THE MEDITERRANEAN AND 
OF COLLABORATING WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. 
HS TdltERS DE MIRÓ, EXHlBlTlON ORGANISED BY ICEM. 1990. 
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atalonia's Mediterranean call- 
ing was given official status in 
1989 with the creation of the 
"lnstut Catala dlEstudis Mediterranis" 
(ICEM), an independently run institution 
which is funded by the Generalitat de 
Catalunya. The board of advisers in- 
cludes such prominent international ex- 
perts as Frederic Mayor Zaragoza, Ed- 
gar Morin, Hugh Thornas and Amos Oz. 
The ICEM, which has its head offices in 
Barcelona -the city with the largest 
population in the Northern Mediterra- 
nean-, focuses mainly on an area which 
includes Northern Italy, Southern 
France and the east coast of Spain, 
though it also covers the whole of the 
Mediterranean and collaborates with 
the European Cornmunity. 
The institute has a rnulti-disciplinary ap- 
proach and gives special attention to 
three closely interrelated factors: popu- 
lation, economy, and politics and cul- 
ture. The ICEM is rnade up of three sec- 
tions covering Anthropolgy and Society, 
Economics and Politics, and Culture and 
Mass Media. The size and extent of its 
work rnake it a unique centre which airns 
to co-ordinate the more modest activi- 
ties and fields of study of other centres 
operating in the Mediterranean. 
Each year, the ICEM organises an inter- 
national symposiurn to analyse the situ- 
ation of a broad issue of current affairs. 
The first, held in November 1989, looked 
at Human Movernents in the Western 
Mediterranean, and has now appeared 
in book form. The second, New 
Technologies and Socio-Economic Chal- 
lenge, was held in November 1990. 
Another of the institute's activities con- 
sists in carrying out studies on Catalonia 
and comparing results with figures for 
the rest of Europe and the Mediterra- 
nean, so as to place and assess Catalo- 
nia frorn an international outlook and 
with a view to the future. Catalunya 
2000-2010 was a study of the outlook 
for the future carried out by the ICEM in 
collaboration with Futuribles Internatio- 
nal in Paris, which considered different 
situations and possible futures for Cata- 
lonia in the mediurn- and long-term, in 
the search for possible strategies to 
adopt. The report, to be published this 
year, could serve as a rnodel for other, 
similar regions. Current research also 
includes a survey directed at 150 ex- 
perts on Catalonia to determine how 
the values, attitudes and behaviour of 
the people living in Catalonia could 
develop over the next twenty years. The 
ICEM has cornrnissioned a study on 
migration in Catalonia from the Centre 
for Demographic Studies at the Autono- 
mous University of Barcelona. The re- 
search always covers economic, politi- 
cal and demographic aspects, keeping 
culture -the most characteristic aspect- 
in the foreground. 
From January to June this year, the 
monographic university course ldeals of 
the Mediterranean is being held in Bar- 
celona in collaboration with the "lnstitut 
dlHurnanitats de Barcelona". The cour- 
se is  directed by Georges Duby and 
consists of a series of lectures by inter- 
national specialists on concepts and 
categories arising in Mediterranean his- 
tory and culture that have achieved in- 
ternational projection: the City, Demo- 
cracy, Law, Aesthetics, etc. 
The artistic side of the activities of the 
lnstitut Catala d'Estudis Mediterranis 
has so far taken the forrn of an exhibi- 
tion by the ltalian painter Aligi Sassu 
and the exhibition Els Tallers de Miró, 
on both the completed and unfinished 
work the Maiorcan painter Joan Miro 
kept in his studios. The ICEM has colla- 
borated in projects such as the Hachet- 
te travel guide to Barcelona and Cata- 
lonia. An exhibition is  now being pre- 
pared on Catalonia and Rorne in the first 
century, which emphasises their com- 
mon cultural roots and the Roman past 
of the lands of Catalan culture. 
The institute has set up the lnternational 
Catalonia Prize, along the lines of the 
Gerrnan Goethe Award, the Swedish 
Nobel Prizes, or the Spanish Prince of 
Asturias Award. Every year, the ICEM's 
advisory cornmittee awards the prize, 
worth 100,000 dollars, to "someone 
who has, through his or her work, deci- 
sively contributed to the development 
of cultural, scientific or human values 
throughout the world". In 1989, the In- 
ternational Catalonia Prize went to the 
Austrian philosopher Karl Popper, in 
1990 it was awarded to the Pakistani 
physicist Abdus Salam and in 1991 to 
the French oceanographer and natura- 
list Jacques-Yves Cousteau. • 
